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Preamble
We the members of Mount Bethel Baptist Church being mindful of our sacred purpose in the
gospel hereby declare and establish this constitution to preserve and secure principles of our faith
and to govern the church body in an orderly manner. This constitution is consistent with
principles of a self-governing body and will preserve the liberty of each church member, and will
maintain freedom of action of this body in relation in other church bodies and conventions.

Vision and Purpose
The vision and purpose of this congregation is to develop a collaborative, interactive, Spirit
filled, and Godly led ministry that promotes growth and impact in the lives we touch.
Everything we do will center on the Word of God.
The ministry according to 2 Cor. 5:15 indicates that we are to “regard no man after the flesh”
or by denomination but rather by the Spirit of God. It is the will of God according to John 17:
13-26 that the body of Christ be one. Therefore, by the love of Christ and the glory of Christ this
ministry will seek to interact with the lost and those that follow Christ Jesus. The intent is to
bring the body to act as one in winning souls to Christ and in building up the body of Christ.
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Church Covenant
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our
Savior; and, on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, we do now, in the presence of God, angels, and this
assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another, as one body in
Christ.
We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to walk together in Christian love; to
strive for the advancement of this church, in knowledge, holiness, and comfort; to promote
its prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines;
to contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the
church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel through all nations.

We also engage to maintain family and secret devotion; to religiously educate our children;
to seek salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in the world; to
be just in our dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our deportment; to
avoid all tattling, backbiting, and excessive anger; to abstain from the sale and use of
intoxicating drinks as a beverage, and to be zealous in our efforts to advance the kingdom
of our Savior.

We further engage to watch over one another in brotherly love; to remember each other in
prayer; to aid each other in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian symphony in
feeling and courtesy in speech; to be slow to take offense, but always ready for
reconciliation, and mindful of the rules of our Savior, to secure it without delay. We
moreover engage, that when we remove from this place, we will soon as possible unite with
some other church, where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant, and the principles of
God’s word.
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Articles of Faith
I. The Scriptures. We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired, and
is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruction; that it has God for its author, salvation for its
end, and truth without any mixture of error for its matter; that it reveals the principles by
which God will judge us, and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the world, the true
center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds,
and opinions shall be tried.
II. The True God. We believe the Scriptures teach that there is one, and only one, living and
true God, an infinite, intelligent Spirit, whose name is Jehovah, the Maker and Supreme
Ruler of heaven and earth; inexpressibly glorious in holiness, and worthy of all possible
honor confidence and love; that in the unity of the Godhead there are three persons, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; equal in every divine perfection, and executing
distinct but harmonious offices in the great work of redemption.
III. The Fall of Man. We believe the Scriptures teach that Man was created in holiness,
under the law of his Maker; but by voluntary transgressions fell from that holy and happy
state; in consequence of which all mankind are now sinners, not by constraint but choice;
being by nature utterly void of that holiness required by the law of God, positively inclined
to evil; and therefore under just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defense or excuse.
IV. The Way of Salvation. We believe that the Scriptures teach that the salvation of sinners
is wholly of grace; through the mediatorial offices of the Son of God; who by the
appointment of the Father, freely took upon him our nature, yet without sin; honored the
divine law by his personal obedience, and by his death made a full atonement for our sins;
that having risen from the dead, he is now enthroned in heaven; and uniting in his
wonderful person the tenderest sympathies with divine perfections, he is in every way
qualified to be a suitable, a compassionate, and an all-sufficient Savior.
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V. Justification. We believe the Scriptures teach that the great Gospel blessing which Christ
secures to such as believe in him is justification; that justification includes the pardon of sin,
and the promise of eternal life on principles of righteousness; that it is bestowed, not in
consideration of any works of righteousness which we have done, but solely through faith in
the Redeemer's blood; by virtue of which faith his perfect righteousness is freely imputed to
us of God; that it brings us into a state of most blessed peace and favor with God, and secures
every other blessing needful for time and eternity.
VI. The Freeness of Salvation. We believe that the Scriptures teach that the blessings of
salvation are made free to all by the Gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept
them by cordial, penitent and obedient faith; and that nothing prevents the salvation of the
greatest sinner on earth, but his own determined depravity and voluntary rejection of the
Gospel; which rejection involves him in an aggravated condemnation.
VII. Regeneration. We believe that the Scriptures teach that in order to be saved, sinners
must be regenerated, or born again; that regeneration consists in giving a holy disposition
to the mind that it is effected in a manner above our comprehension by the power of the
Holy Spirit in connection with divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary obedience to the
Gospel; and that its proper evidence appears in the holy fruits of repentance and faith, and
newness of life.
VIII. Repentance and Faith. We believe the Scriptures teach that repentance and faith are
sacred duties, and also inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by the regenerating Spirit
of God; whereby being deeply convinced of our guilt, danger and helplessness and of the
way of salvation by Christ, we turn to God with unfeigned contrition, confession, and
supplication for mercy; at the same time heartily receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as our
prophet, priest and king, and relying on him alone as the only and all-sufficient Savior.
IX. God's Purpose of Grace. We believe the Scriptures teach that election is the eternal
purpose of God, according to which he graciously regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners;
that being perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, it comprehends all the means in
connection with the end; that it is a most glorious display of God's sovereign goodness, being
infinitely free, wise, holy and unchangeable; that it utterly excludes boasting and promotes
humility, love, prayer, praise, trust in God, and active imitation of his free mercy; that it
encourages the use of means in the highest degree; that it may be ascertained by its effects in
all who truly believe the Gospel; that it is the foundation of Christian assurance; and that to
ascertain it with regard to ourselves demands and deserves the utmost diligence.

X. Sanctification. We believe the Scriptures teach that Sanctification is the process by which,
according to the will of God, we are made partakers of his holiness; that it is a progressive
work; that it is begun in regeneration; and that it is carried on in the hearts of believers by
the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, the Sealer and Comforter, in the continual use of
the appointed means especially the word of God, self-examination, self-denial, watchfulness,
and prayer.
XI. Perseverance of the Saints. We believe the Scriptures teach that such only are real
believers as endure to the end; that their persevering attachment to Christ is the grand mark
which distinguishes them from superficial professors; that a special Providence watches over
their welfare; and they are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.
XII. The Law and Gospel. We believe the Scriptures teach that the Law of God is the eternal
and unchangeable rule of his moral government; that it is holy, just and good; and that the
inability which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen men to fulfill its precepts, arise entirely from
their love of sin; to deliver them from which, and to restore them through a Mediator to
unfeigned obedience to the holy Law, is one great end of the Gospel, and of the Means of
Grace connected with the establishment of the visible church.
XIII. A Gospel Church. We believe the Scriptures teach that a visible church of Christ is a
congregation of baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the
Gospel; observing the ordinances of Christ; governed by his laws; and exercising the gifts,
rights, and privileges invested in them by His Word; that its only scriptural officers are
Bishops or Pastors, and Deacons whose Qualifications, claims and duties are defined in the
Epistles to Timothy and Titus.
XIV. Baptism and the Lord's Supper. We believe the Scriptures teach that Christian baptism
is the immersion in water of a believer, into the name of the Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost;
to show forth in a solemn and beautiful emblem, our faith in the crucified, buried, and risen
Savior, with its effect, in our death to sin and resurrection to a new life; that it is prerequisite
to the privileges of a church relation; and to the Lord's Supper, in which the members of the
church, by the sacred use of bread and wine, are to commemorate together the dying love of
Christ; preceded always by solemn self-examination.
XV. The Christian Sabbath. We believe the Scriptures teach that the first day of the week is
the Lord's Day, or Christian Sabbath, and is to be kept sacred to religious purposes, by
abstaining from all secular labor and sinful recreations, by the devout observance of all the
means of grace, both private and public, and by preparation for that rest that remaineth for
the people of God.
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XVI. Civil Government. We believe the Scriptures teach that civil government is of divine
appointment, for the interest and good order of human society; and that magistrates are to
be prayed for, conscientiously honored and obeyed; except only in things opposed to the will
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord of the conscience, and the Prince of the Kings
of the earth.

XVII. Righteous and Wicked. We believe the Scriptures teach that there is a radical and
essential difference between the righteous and the wicked; that such only as through faith
are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the Spirit of our God, are truly
righteous in his esteem; while all such as continue in impenitence and unbelief are in his sight
wicked, and under the curse; and this distinction holds among men both in and after death.

XVIII. The World to Come. We believe the Scriptures teach that the end of the world is
approaching; that at the last day, Christ will descend from heaven, and raise the dead from
the grave for final retribution; that a solemn separation will then take place; that the wicked
will be adjudged to endless punishment, and the righteous to endless joy; and that this
judgment will fix forever the final state of men in heaven or hell, on principles of
righteousness.
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Our History
In the year of 1880, Mt. Bethel Baptist Church, originally known as Gum Swamp Baptist
Church, was founded by Edmund J. Christian, Riley Sivels and James Williams. Like many
young churches of that era, early meetings were held from house to house. While her
beginnings were humble, time would reveal that God had both a plan and purpose for the
“Mount.” Under God’s divine leadership, it was only two years later, on August 14, 1890,
when Trustees Benjamin Kittrell, Edmund Christian and James Williams purchased a one
acre plot of land for twenty-five dollars. There, on this acre, the Church’s first edifice was
constructed. Over the years, many of the Church’s elders spoke of how God had graciously
blessed Mt. Bethel with one of the most beautiful churches of that time… two stories tall,
having a balcony, lovely stained glass windows, and a piped organ where the saints
worshipped, kneeled, prayed, and sang praises to our God. The passion in their praise gave
testimony to their thankful confession that it was God from whom all their blessings flowed.
The Church served its congregants and community, as it continued the work of preaching
and teaching the gospel, pointing souls to Christ, and ministering to the poor and needy.
Sadly, in 1958, our first church was destroyed by fire.
Shaken, but not forsaken, cast down, but not destroyed, God led us to go on in His name,
trusting and believing that He would make a way, somehow! Following the leading of the
Holy Spirit, and the Pastoral guidance of Reverend S. P. Dixon, (1960-1964) the second
Church was constructed. The Church continued to grow and prosper, with the addition of
new ministries, and expansion of others, capital improvements, and most importantly, in the
knowledge and faith in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Rev. A. D. Moore was called to Pastor the Church in 1993. During his pastorship, (19932015) Dr. Moore completed the academic work necessary to earn both his master’s and
doctorate degrees. Dr. Moore, generously shared his knowledge and understanding of God’s
word and was an exceptional teacher and gifted preacher. Under his leadership, the Church
purchased a modular building, affectionately referred to as our “Jewel Chest,” to facilitate
our “Children’s Church Ministry.” One of the visions God gave Pastor Moore was that of
undertaking an expansive project which included the purchase of an adjoining property, and
launching the construction of a two-story addition to the original church, a 500-seat
sanctuary, media room, spacious choir loft and pulpit, stage-ready lighting, class rooms,
baptismal, offices, bookstore, computer lab, kitchen, conversion of the former sanctuary into
a fellowship hall, conference room, pastoral suite, and nursery. With the Holy Spirit as our
guide, Dr. Moore’s vision, and the love, support, hard work and commitment of our
community of believers, this project was substantially completed, and we marched into our
new sanctuary in 2000. Since then, the Church has continued work to the glory of God, by
sharing the life-changing, soul-saving “good news” of the gospel both at home and abroad.
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Today, Mt. Bethel Baptist Church still marches on in Jesus’s name under the distinguished
leadership of Pastor Curtis Johnson. Pastor Curtis Johnson was installed as our pastor
October 2017.

Researched and Written by Patricia A. J. Pickett
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Ministerial Staff
Generational: Rev. Catherine Harris
Harris4us3@verizon.net
Health & Wellness: Rev. Darryl Kemp
revdkemp@yahoo.com
Youth Ministry: Rev. Amy Collins Holmes
aholmes@nps.k12.va.us
amyholmes2001@yahoo.com
Missionary Society: Rev. Johnny Mervin
jamervin@icloud.com
Christian Education: Rev. Betty McCullough
parkeba@yahoo.com
New Members: Rev. Helena Ringo
Selah2430@hotmail.com
Noon Day Prayer: Rev. Nazarene Young
nazareanyoung@gmail.com
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Deacon Board
Diaconate Chairperson: Deacon Nathaniel Riddick
Email Address: nathanielriddick@gmail.com
Vice - Diaconate: Deacon Shirley Dandridge
Email Address: ssdandridge2@cox.net

Board Members

Deacon Robert Avent
Deacon Willie Bloom
Deacon Jennifer Combs
Deacon Shirley Dandridge
Deacon Thurman Dandridge
Deacon Katherine Everett
Deacon Jody Jeffries
Deacon Maxine Johnson
Deacon Andre McMullen
Deacon Lillie Martin
Deacon Betty Mervin
Deacon Aaron Monroe
Deacon Cheryl Monroe
Deacon Edna Parker
Deacon Wardell Parker
Deacon Board Members
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(Continued)

Deacon Nathaniel Riddick
Deacon Leland Turner
Deacon Robernette Turner
Deacon Corine Tyler
Deacon Bernard Wraggs
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Trustee Board

Chairperson: Trustee Lloyd Brown
Email Address: brownlmsjb@aol.com
Vice-Chairperson: Trustee Patricia Pickett
Email Address: pwing726@aol.com

Board Members

Trustee Patricia Franklin, Secretary
Trustee Liz Little, Chaplain
Trustee Chuck Gunther
Trustee Lula Harrell
Trustee Joseph Jones
Trustee Wayne Pickett
Trustee Greta Smith
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Joint Board
Leader: Pastor Curtis Johnson

Deacon Robert Avent

Trustee Lloyd Brown

Deacon Willie Bloom

Trustee Patricia Franklin

Deacon Jennifer Combs

Trustee Chuck Gunther

Deacon Shirley Dandridge

Trustee Lula Harrell

Deacon Thurman Dandridge

Trustee Joseph Jones

Deacon Katherine Everett

Trustee Liz Little

Deacon Jody Jeffries

Trustee Patricia Pickett

Deacon Maxine Johnson

Trustee Wayne Pickett

Deacon Andre McMullen

Trustee Greta Smith

Deacon Lillie Martin
Deacon Betty Mervin
Deacon Aaron Monroe
Deacon Cheryl Monroe
Deacon Edna Parker
Deacon Wardell Parker
Deacon Nathaniel Riddick
Deacon Leland Turner
Deacon Robernette Turner
Deacon Corine Tyler
Deacon Bernard Wraggs
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Executive Committee
President: Deacon Katherine Everett
Email Address: keelemprincipal@yahoo.com
Vice-President: Deacon Nathaniel Riddick
Email Address: nathanielriddick@gmail.com

Members

Trustee Patricia Franklin
Brother Danny Hill
Deacon Aaron Monroe
Brother David Suber
Sister Ann Sye, Secretary
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Audio and Visual Ministry
Chairperson: Brother Marshall Everett
Email Address: rockmasterrocks@yahoo.com

Members
Brother William Alexander
Trustee Michael McBride
Trustee Wayne Pickett
Deacon Leland Turner
Trustee Greta Smith
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Beautification Committee

Chairperson: Deacon Edna Parker
Email Address: foxdeligh@verizon.net
Vice-Chairperson: Deacon Cheryl Monroe
Email Address: cam2sons@hotmail.com
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Benevolence Ministry
Chairperson: Deacon Edna Parker
Email Address: foxdeligh@verizon.net
Vice-Chairperson: Deacon Aaron Monroe
Email Address: cam2sons@hotmail.com
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Christian Education
Chairperson: Reverend Betty McCullough
Email Address: parkeba@yahoo.com
Vice-Chairperson: Deacon Cheryl Monroe
Email Address: cam2sons@hotmail.com

Members
Deacon Robert Avent - Sunday School Superintendent
Sister Pamela Brown
Sister Terri Cannady - Children’s Church
Reverend Amy Collins Holmes
Deacon Jody Jeffries
Sister Deborah Jones
Sister Sheila Mclver
Deacon Betty Mervin
Sister Phyllis Razeeq
Sister Theresa Riddick
Reverend Helena Ringo
Sister Cora Sampson - Youth Church
Brother David Suber
Sister Ann Sye - Excellence and Results Ministry
Deacon Leland Turner
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Children’s Church

Chairperson: Sister Terri Cannady
Email Address: tvc4368@gmail.com

Members
Sister Sheila McIver
Sister Geneva Wraggs
Sister Theresa Riddick
Sister Dominique Wright
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Excellence and Results Educational Ministry

Chairperson: Sister Ann Sye
Email Address: sye20@aol.com
Vice-Chairperson: Deacon Jennifer Combs
Email Address: jvctch3@gmail.com

Members
Brother Anthony Combs
Deacon Katherine Everett
First Lady Danette Johnson
Sister Sarah Johnson
Reverend Betty McCullough
Deacon Cheryl Monroe, Treasurer
Sister Altina Suber - Scholarship
Brother David Suber - Scholarship
Sister Phyllis Razeeq, Secretary
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Sunday School
Chairperson: Deacon Robert Avent
Email Address: avent2008@cox.net

Members
Sister Sylvia Hall
Sister April McBride
Deacon Nathaniel Riddick
Sister Theresa Riddick
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Youth Church

Chairperson: Sister Cora Sampson
Email Address: jcjsam@yahoo.com

Vice - Chairperson: Youth Datrell Turner
Email Address: Datrell.Turner@gmail.com
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Church Safety and Security
Chairperson: Deacon Andre McMullen
Email Address: ajmac_2000@yahoo.com
Vice-Chairperson: Trustee Lloyd Brown
Email Address:

brownlmsjb@aol.com
Members

Sister Hilda Bell

Sister Ann Sye

Trustee Lloyd Brown

Brother William Tylone

Sister Brenda Byas

Deacon Leland Turner

Deacon Katherine Everett

Deacon Robernette Turner

Trustee Patricia Franklin

Trustee Greta Smith

Trustee Chuck Gunter

Deacon Bernard Wraggs

Trustee Lula Harrell
Brother Danny Hill
Trustee Liz Little
Sister Darlene McMullen
Trustee Patricia Pickett
Trustee Wayne Pickett
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Finance Committee

Chairperson: Deacon Aaron Monroe
Email Address: cam2sons@hotmail.com
Vice-Chairperson: Sister Brenda Mallory
Email Address: linls6@verizon.com

Members

Sister Brenda Byas, Church Clerk
Trustee Liz Little, Treasurer
Trustee Lula Harrell
Sister Brenda Mallory
Sister Beverly Matthews
Sister Cora Sampson
Deacon Bernard Wraggs, Financial Secretary
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Health and Wellness
The Nurse Committee
Chairperson: Sister Mary Snowden-Gordon
Email Address: granny155@verizon.net
Vice-Chairperson: First Lady Danette Johnson
Email Address:

1ladydanette@gmail.com

Vice – Chairperson: Sister Jayla Sampson
Email Address: jaylasampson7@gmail.com
Members
Sister Gwen Gadson
Sister April McBride
Sister Beverly Mathews, Secretary
Deacon Edna Parker
Sister Cora Sampson
Reverend Nazarean Young
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Hospitality Committee

Chairperson: Deacon Jennifer Combs
Email Address: jvctch3@gmail.com
Vice-Chairperson: Deacon Lillie Martin

Members
Deacon Shirley Dandridge
First Lady Danette Johnson
Sister Sarah Johnson
Deacon Lillie Martin
Sister Phyllis Razeeq
Sister Shantel Staton
Sister Rachel Summers
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Men in Mission
Chairperson: Deacon Robert Avent
Email Address: avent2008@cox.net
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Missionary Society
Chairperson: Reverend Johnny Mervin
Email Address: jamervin@icloud.com
Vice-Chairperson: Deacon Andre McMullen
Email Address: ajmac_2000@yahoo.com

Members
Deacon Willie Bloom
Deacon Thurman Dandridge
Reverend Catherine Harris
Deacon Jody Jeffries
Sister Stella Kearse
Reverend Darryl Kemp
Deacon Andre McMullen
Sister Darlene McMullen
Trustee Greta Smith
Deacon Leland Turner
Deacon Robernette Turner
Reverend Nazarene Young
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Music Committee

Music Director: Brother Justin Farrar
Email Address: j.farrar18@gmail.com
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New Members Welcome Committee
Chairperson: Reverend Helena Ringo
Email Address: selah2430@hotmail.com

Members
Pastor Curtis Johnson
Reverend Darryl Kemp
Reverend Betty McCullough
Reverened Johnny Mervin
Reverened Amy Collins Holmes
Reverend Nazarene Young
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Pastor’s Aid
Chairperson: Deacon Betty Mervin
Email Address:

bmervin8@aol.com

Members
Sister Ida Avent
Sister Lisa Conway
Deacon Shirley Dandridge
Sister Sylvia Hall
Deacon Maxine Johnson
Sister Darlene McMullen
Sister Brenda Mallory
Sister Beverly Matthew
Sister Francis Parker

35

Personnel Committee
Chairperson: Brother Marshall Everett
Email Address: rockmasterrocks@yahoo.com
Vice-Chairperson: Sister Ann Sye
Email Address: sye20@aol.com

Members

Deacon Robert Avent
Sister Sarah Johnson, Co-Secretary
Deacon Edna Parker, Secretary
Sister April McBride
Trustee Greta Smith
Sister Shai Tyson
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Usher Board
Chairperson: Sister Brenda Byas
Email Address: mtbethel@vacoxmail.com

Members
Sister Hilda Bell
Deacon Jody Jeffries
Trustee Lula Harrell
Deacon Andre McMullen
Sister Darlene McMullen
Deacon Robernette Turner
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Women Faith Fellowship

Chairperson: April McBride
Email Address: aprilmcbride802@gmail.com
Vice-Chairperson: First Lady Danette Johnson
Email Address: 1ladydanette@gmail.com
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